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        December 5, 2014 
 
Dear Friends, 

As we celebrate our 40th year of service to the arts community, we appreciate your ongoing friendship and 
support.  With your encouragement, we continue to expand our legal assistance for the creative sector with 
innovative programs while advocating for increased state funding for the arts.  In our last fiscal year, 4,295 
individuals and organizations participated in our core programs, which included more than 90 educational 
events. To boost our efforts, please consider making a tax-deductible contribution before December 31st by 
completing the enclosed form or donating online at http://www.calawyersforthearts.org/Donate_to_CLA 

This year, CLA helped facilitate renewed funding for the state’s the Arts-in-Corrections program. In 
collaboration with the William James Association, we organized a demonstration project proving the benefit of 
arts programs in California prisons and jails. This effort resulted in a $2.5 million contract for the California 
Arts Council to provide arts programs in 19 state prisons. Following that commitment, the legislature and 
Governor Brown added $5 million to this year’s general fund allocation for the Arts Council. 

With pro bono support from the law firm of Keker & Van Nest in San Francisco, we have been able to defend 
the California Resale Royalty Act (CRRA) with convincing amicus briefs in federal court. The CRRA, which 
CLA helped to draft in the 1970’s, mandates that visual artists receive a 5% royalty upon resale of original 
works of art - a unique state law in the U.S. We are also monitoring proposals for federal legislation, which 
would enable American artists to receive royalties from resales in more than 70 countries around the world. 

Our legal services continue to make the difference in so many lives.  At this year’s Artistic License Awards 
event in Santa Monica, we honored Fish and Richardson, a leading national law firm, for their stellar pro bono 
assistance to our clients. They helped Virginia Gallegos, a disabled veteran, begin recovering royalties for a 
song she’d written as a teenager in Texas in the 1950’s. Over the decades, Cradle Rock had been performed 
and recorded by many different artists, including one version produced by Frank Zappa.  Virginia has now 
been signed up with BMI and is about to receive her first royalty check from a major music publisher. 

Now in its second year, our California Inventors Assistance Program provides pro bono legal help for persons 
seeking to protect their inventions and is considered a model program by the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. In order to expand our services for “modest means” clients who don’t qualify for our pro bono services, 
we also began mentoring recent law school graduates with an innovative incubator program at our new offices 
in Berkeley. 

In the spirit of “paying it forward,” we now provide two programs for young people. Through our Arts and 
Community Development Program in San Francisco, we have placed an average of 30 deserving teens in paid 
arts internships each year since 1993. In Sacramento, we received funding for our new peer mediation 
program, which was started as a pilot project last year. During our Youth Mediators in Schools graduation at 
Natomas Middle School, one grandmother stated: “Now I know why, when his brothers are fighting at home, 
he tells them, ‘Let’s get to the bottom of this - let’s talk about what’s really going on....”  

Your support helps us continue to make a difference. Thank you and best wishes for a Happy New Year! 

~ Alma Robinson, Executive Director  
~ MJ Bogatin and Keith Cooper, Co-Presidents of the Board of Directors 


